They had all eaten of a poison at that festive board, the virulence of which far surpasses the reported effects of aqua tophana, or of the more tangible agents described in toxicological text-books. It was not a poison dug out of the earth, extracted from plants, or prepared in the laboratory of the cliemist. It was not a poison administered by design or negligence. But it was a poison unknown to all concerned; and was eaten with the meat in which it was contained, and of which it formed a living constituent.
When, about thirty years ago, the then demonstrator of anatomy at Guy's Hospital, Hilton, observed a little speck on a muscular fibre, and suspected it to contain a worm, he little dreamed that he had before his eyes the puny specimen of a race of parasites more fatal to man and animals than the virus of the blackest pestilence. When When the festival at Hettstadt had been finally determined upon, and the dinner had been ordered at the hotel, the keeper of the tavern arranged his bill of fare.
The introduction of the third course, it was settled, should consist, as usual in those parts of the country, of Rostewurst und Gemuse. The Hostewurst was, therefore, ordered at the butcher's the necessary number of days beforehand, in order to allow of its being properly smoked. The butcher, on his part, went expressly to a neighbouring proprietor, and bought one of two pigs from the steward, who had been commissioned with the transaction by his master. It appears, however, that the steward, unfortunately, sold the pig which his master had not intended to sell, as he did not deem it sufficiently fat or well-conditioned. Thus the wrong pig was sold, carried on a barrow to the butcher, killed, and worked up into sausages. The sausages were duly smoked and delivered at the hotel. There they were fried, and served to the guests at the dinner table.
On the day after the festival, several persons who had participated in the dinner were attacked with irritation of the intestines, loss of appetite, great prostration, and fevers. The number of persons attacked rapidly increased; and great alarm was excited in the first instance by the apprehension of an impending epidemic of typhus fever or continued fever, with which the symptoms observed showed great similarity. But when, in some of the cases treated by the same physician, the features of the illness began to indicate at first acute peritonitis, then pneumonia of a circumscribed character, next paralysis of the intercostal muscles and the muscles in front of the neck, the hypothesis of septic fever, though sustained in other cases, bad to be abandoned with respect to these particular cases. Some unknown poison was now assumed to be at the bottom of the outbreak, and an active inquiry into all the circumstances of the dinner was instituted. Every article of food and material was subjected to a most rigid examination, without any result in the first instance. But when the symptoms in some of the cases invaded the muscles of the leg, particularly the calves of some of the sufferers, the description which Zenker had given of a case of fatal trichinous disease was remembered. When less has been consumed, pain and uneasiness in the abdomen are produced, accompanied, however, in all instances, by wasting fever and prostration. The embryos actually pierce the intestines, and are found free in the effusion, sometimes serous, sometimes purulent, which is always poured out into the abdominal cavity. Thence they again proceed towards the periphery of the body, pierce the peritoneum, causing great irritation, and sometimes peritonitis, to the extent of gluing the intestines together to a coherent mass. They next proceed to the muscles nearest to the abdomen; arrived at the elementary muscular fibres, which, under the microscope, appear as long cylinders with many transverse striae, they pierce the membranes, enter the fibres, eat and destroy their striated contents, consume a great part of the granular detritus, moving up and down in the fibres until grown to the size necessary for passing into the quiescent state. They then roll up in spiral or other irregular windings, the bags of the muscular fibres collapse, and only where the trichinae lie a calcareous matter is deposited, perhaps by the trichinae themselves, which hardens into perfect capsules round the parasites. A muscular fibre may harbour one or several parasites ; but every fibre invaded by a single parasite loses its character entirely, and becomes a bag of detritus from one end to the other.
If it be remembered that one ounce of meat filled with trichinae may form the stock from which, in a few days, three millions of worms may be bred; and that these worms will destroy in the course of a few weeks not less than two millions of striated muscular fibres?an idea of the extent of destruction produced by these parasites can be formed. fossa) where it was found the sponge had not rested; but there was no extension of the gangrene elsewhere. <The applications were renewed every few hours, the parts being carefully cleansed by affusion on each occasion. Healthy granulations appeared at the edges of the wound on the second day. Even at this time, when the process of separation first commenced at the centre of the exposed surface, the offensive smell had ceased; and neither then, nor subsequently, did the child appear depressed, but took its food readily and played as usual, although confined to bed. No internal remedies were given except an occasional mild aperient, when indicated. The child was first seen on October 9th; and on November 11th the process of cicatrization was complete, leaving the parts in so satisfactory a state that a trifling plastic operation alone was required to remedy the defect that remained.
Dr. Gieseler has used in some cases of bed-sores, an ointment of quinine (the sulphate being first dissolved in a few drops of water and then mixed with lard) ; and has found a quinine gargle useful in some cases of diphtheritic throat-ulcer. In young children, the remedy must be applied by means of a camel's hair brush: and the use of the same means of application is also indicated for other parts, such as the cornea and uterus.
Quinine is also useful as a local application in the after-treatment of plastic operations, which sometimes fail through death of the transplanted parts. It is, however, perhaps advisable to scarify these, so as to allow of the action of tha quinine. The following case is given. On June 27th, Dr. Gieseler saw a little girl aged 6 years, who had undergone a remarkable injury of the left hand in attempting to swing herself to a loaded cart. The nature of the injury was such that the integument was stripped from the entire palm of the hand, from the wrist to the fingers; and the flap remained connected at the finger-joints. The flap was replaced: and, to keep it properly extended, sutures were applied; the limb was laid in a lukewarm water-bath, and was subsequently dressed with solution of quinine. On July 4th, the corners of the flap?making altogether about one-third?had become separated, but without any gangrenous odour. The remaining part spontaneously divided into three strips. On July 17th these had become firmly adherent, and the hand was placed in the extended position on a splint. At the end of this month the wound was entirely healed; there was but slight contraction of the cicatrix, and the child recovered the perfect use of her hand.
In caries and necrosis also, Dr. Gieseler, after performing the necessary opera- When a limb is concerned, it is better to tear off strips and wrap the part lightly with them, like a common bandage, except that no reverses are made. Or reverses may be made, the surface of each being smeared with the lard before it comes on the skin. As it is impossible to dress burns neatly, we may as well discard at the outset all idea of doing so, and aim wholly at promoting the comfort of the sufferer.
In very warm weather, or when the patient is to remain in a heated atmosphere?an important advantage in almost every case of severe and extensive burns?the lard may be deficient in " body;'' it is then necessary to add to it a small proportion of simple cerate. About one part of cerate to four or six of lard will usually answer the purpose.
So much has been written on the treatment of burns, from the earliest times to the present day, that it may seem presumptuous to attempt to throw any new light on the subject. But, so far as my reading goes, the simple dressing I have now advocated has never been more than mentioned by any writer, nor have I met with any knowledge of it among my professional friends. So completely has it satisfied me, after a very extensive trial, that I feel bound to make its value known to others, confident that they will not be disappointed in its effects.?American Journal of ilie Medical Sciences.
